Introduction
A large body of literature examines the causes and consequences of violence against women. For the most part, individual studies focus on one or another type of violence, faced by women and girls of particular ages or life stages. Yet, risk factors, vulnerability and experience of one type of violence (e.g., in childhood) often are related to the risks and vulnerability of other forms of violence a woman may face (e.g., in her married life). Few studies, however, examine the causes of and links between the gamut of (often related) forms of violence to which women are vulnerable. This paper contributes to the literature by addressing this gap. We analyze the factors that contribute to high and persistent levels of several forms of violence against women and girls in South Asia throughout their lives, from birth through old age, and in every space of their lives -in the home, at school, and in public spaces, and draw links between different causes, forms of violence, and vulnerability across life stage. Our analysis covers 8 countries: Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, and uses a combination of secondary data analysis and multi-disciplinary review of literature.
Girls and women in South Asia typically are at or near the bottom of the social and familial hierarchy, for a multitude of economic, historical, cultural and social reasons. Because they have low status and lack power, tend to be unwanted at birth, and face a host of other social and economic challenges, most girls and women in South Asia are exposed to some form of violence at almost every point in their lives. Factors influencing their risks of violence span their domains of life, be it at the individual level, in the household, community, or institutions such as the workplace. In fact, South Asia manifests some of the highest rates of violence against women and girls. This region is also of interest to a global study of violence against women and girls because of the increased visibility of brutal acts of violence against women and girls in recent times, and the distinct socio-cultural manner in which patriarchy plays out to exacerbate violence. At the same time, South Asian countries also contain enough diversity (socioeconomic, linguistic, cultural, historical, geographic, demographic, religious, and diversity in the nature of conditions such as conflict, migration, natural disasters etc. that exacerbate violence) to provide valuable lessons for other regions and countries.
Conceptual framework
We conceptualize violence as an experience and vulnerability that women and girls face throughout their lives, but that takes varying forms and is associated with different risk and protective factors depending on a woman's age (child, adolescent, adult, old age), her life stage (single, married, divorced, widowed), her circumstances (studying, working, at home), and her environment or ecology (home, within institutions or organizations, in public spaces, in the community). We operationalize this conceptualization by combining Heise's ecological model of abuse (for risk and protective factors) and the life cycle framework (for forms of violence). This intersection enables an analysis of violence that includes risks arising from macro-economic and demographic changes, government, religious institutions and legal systems, social norms and gender relations; as well as meso-and micro-level factors at the individual, household and community levels. It further allows an analysis of these factors separately for violence in different life stages: against female children and adolescents, violence against married women and, violence that is not limited to a particular life stage or marital status.
Ecological model: Our analysis adopts the logic of the ecological model of abuse. i This model originally focused on intimate partner violence; we expand the focus to multiple types of violence against women. The ecological model does not attribute the cause of partner violence to any single factor. It posits that violence is a function of multiple factors that interact at various levels of the 'social ecology,' which includes life histories and personality factors that women and men bring to their relationships; situational and contextual factors that shape their daily lives; and norms and messages that are reinforced by family members, friends and social institutions as appropriate behavior for women and men. v
Life cycle approach:
The life cycle approach is widely used as an appropriate framework within which to study a range of social issues concerning women, ii and is suitable for this paper given the lifelong nature of South Asian girls and women's risk of violence. For each type of violence and its relevant life cycle phase(s) as illustrated in Figure 1 , we analyze also the different spaces where the specified type(s) of violence occur and the key perpetrators. Violence against women in South Asia can start with female infanticide, or in the form of deprivation of food and care for girl children by their natal household that sometimes results in childhood mortality for girls that is in excess of biologically expected rates and often in chronic morbidity. iii Unique to South Asia and only minimally documented are two forms of violence that young women and adolescent girls who enter into pre-marital intimate relationships may face: acid attacks by their partner, previous partner or parents, or 'honor' beatings or killings by parents or community members. iv Intimate partner violence is perhaps the best-researched form of violence we examine. Unique to South Asia, and a part of marital violence, is violence arising as a result of unfulfilled demands for a dowry. v In addition to marital abuse, women in South Asia across the life cycle may face sexual harassment by their partners, non-partner sexual harassment (in school, at work, in public spaces), custodial violence, and trafficking. Finally, divorced or widowed women, and women of older ages, in South Asia are maltreated or abused by family and community because of social stigmas and lack of power associated with these ages and life stages.
Figure 1 Typology of violence against women and girls across the life cycle

Data and research methods
The analysis is multidisciplinary and multi-method, and includes: a. Analysis of secondary quantitative data on prevalence, attitudes, risk factors, trends and unique patterns of as many types of violence for which we can find such data. 
Expected findings
We expect to disentangle the key risk and protective factors for each type of violence women and girls experience at each life stage and each level of the social ecology. In particular, we expect to provide a critical assessment of (a) the specific ways patriarchy and notions of masculinity contribute to the legitimization of different forms of violence; (b) the extent to which the most-frequently examined factors of education and socio-economic status play a role in vulnerability to different types of violence, and (c) the extent and manner in which vulnerability to one form of violence at one life stage may influence vulnerability to other forms of violence at other points in a woman's life.
Given the dynamics of violence against women, we expect types of violence and perpetrators to overlap across several of the life cycle and/or space categories; still, this schematic provides a useful way to disentangle the myriad ways in which women and girls face violence and the causes of different forms of violence, and a useful tool to analyze approaches to address violence against women and girls. Our paper aims to assist policymakers and programmers (i) to better understand the links between different forms of violence and how the determinants od each type of violence may contribute to other forms of violence for which a woman may be at risk, and, consequently (ii) to move beyond a one-size-fits-all approach in addressing violence against women to, instead, fine-tune approaches towards specific factors responsible for each type of violence.
